
E-03 Displaced Homemakers 
Updates: 
12/17/15: Expanded definition to include spouse who is laid off (see below) 
7/1/2015: Updated for WIOA and added dependent spouse of a veteran information 
10/2004: First posted 
 
Background: A displaced homemaker is defined as an individual who has been providing unpaid services to family 
members in the home and who:  

 Has been dependent on the income of another family member but is no longer supported by that income. 
Possible reasons that could cause a loss of income for the displaced homemaker include the spouse's 
death, disability, layoff, or divorce.  

 Or is the dependent spouse of a family member of the Armed Forces on active duty whose family income 
is significantly reduced (see definition below) because of the spouse’s deployment, order of active duty, 
permanent change of station, or service connected death or disability  

 And is unemployed or underemployed and is experiencing difficulty in obtaining or upgrading 
employment  

 
Individuals who have been dependent on public assistance are not eligible as a dislocated worker/displaced 
homemaker but may be served in the adult program.  
 
Individuals who want to enroll in the Dislocated Worker Program as a displaced homemaker need to verify their 
status. The following are acceptable forms of documentation and should be kept in the participant’s file:  

 Pay stubs or records  

 Court records  

 Divorce papers  

 Bank records  

 Spouse’s layoff notice  

 Spouse’s disability check  

 Spouse’s death notice  

 Employer verification  

 Verification of job search  

 Applicant statement  

 Notice of deployment, call or order to active duty or change of station; death certificate or self-attestation 
(service connected death or disability); pay stubs; tax returns; other documents to verify decrease in 
income  
 

Definition:  

 Significantly reduced (as it relates to displaced homemaker): If the household income is above 250% of 
the Federal Poverty Level, then a drop in income, to 250% or below of the Federal Poverty Level, is 
considered a significant reduction. If the household income is currently at or below 250% of the Federal 
Poverty Level, than any drop in household income is considered significant.  

 
ASSET Entry: 
How to report displaced homemaker in ASSET Manage Programs  

 Check the individual as eligible under Federal Eligibility Criteria #5.  

 Qualifying Employer (Name) data field: Type in reason such as spouse's death, disability, layoff, divorce, a 
military call to active duty, or a military permanent change of station.  

 Qualifying Dislocation Date data field: Type in the date of the death, disability, layoff, divorce, call to 
active duty, or permanent change of station. 

 
Displaced Homemaker information 12/17/15 (email from LPL): 
A displaced homemaker could include spouses of dislocated workers providing that the following definition is 
met.  a) and c) seem to be the criteria that apply     

 



Displaced Homemaker:  An individual who has been providing unpaid services to family members in the home and 
who: a) has been dependent on the income of another family member but is no longer supported by that income; 
or b) is the dependent spouse of a member of the Armed Forces on active duty and whose family income is 
significantly reduced (see definition below) because of a deployment, a call or order to active duty, a permanent 
change of station, or the service-connected death or disability of the member; and c) is unemployed or 
underemployed and is experiencing difficulty in obtaining or upgrading employment.   

 
Note: for purposes of (c) above, underemployed means a worker is either: (1) working full-time and has an earned 
income, which if annualized, would be equal to or below self-sufficiency; or (2) working part-time and seeking full-
time work. (Currently, self-sufficiency is defined by the WDB in its Local Plan).  
 
Significantly reduced (as it relates to displaced homemaker):  If the household income is above 250% of the 
Federal Poverty Level, then a drop in income, to 250% or below of the Federal Poverty Level, is considered a 
significant reduction.  If the household income is currently at or below 250% of the Federal Poverty Level, than 
any drop in household income is considered significant.  (Refer to Attachment A for the current levels) 
 


